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The philosopher Gottfried Leibniz believed that we live in the best of all possible worlds.  His argument, 

parodied in Voltaire’s Candide, is thought to be logically impeccable and turns on the idea that the best 

world is the one with the most diverse entities yet the simplest laws of nature.  Our Hunter third graders, 

however, think that our world could stand a bit of improvement, and so they have mounted a refutation of 

Leibniz's argument, not with philosophy, but with something far stronger: clay. 

In Studio, the third graders have been working with Mr. Sherman to create what Elijah described as, “3-D 

ideal worlds.”  These are, he elaborated, representations of “your view of a perfect world.”  “Basically,” 

Maya explained, “mine includes everything that I like: a swimming pool, basketball courts—my Dad 

loves basketball—a playground, and a beach.” It also used to have arches connecting to some of her 

friends’ worlds, but, she said, “mine broke off.” 

Billy explained that Mr. Sherman asked them to think about the textures of their worlds and what tools 

would be appropriate for realizing the desired textures.  To create his ideal world, he told me, he used a 

honey spoon to make numerous hollow circles.  “It also has coral, some humps and a few ponds and 

canyons,” he said; “I see myself standing in one of the holes.” 

Elijiah has enjoyed the project because it allows him to develop his artistic vision.  “It’s a good idea to 

keep in mind your view for the future,” he explained; “you actually get a good grasp on your goals.”  He 

said he tried to create “a world in which something unreal could come true.” It includes a dormant 

volcano with a temple inside of it and “caves where primitive man might have lived,” he told me.  “I 

made a stream around the volcano that loops upon itself, he said, “it’s kind of going against its own 

current.”  He also told me about some of his classmate’s projects: “Julian’s is a tribute to the urban world, 

while Javi’s is just the opposite: it’s entirely untouched by man.”     

When I asked the children whether they would like to live in their ideal worlds, they were somewhat 

hesitant.  “I’m not altogether sure,” Maya responded. “There is a big farm in the middle with weeds about 

this high,” she said, touching her hand to her forehead. “It’s difficult to make short grass with a garlic 

press,” she explained. Elijah said that his world “has some rather harsh conditions and the caves would be 

pretty chilly.” Billy pointed out that in his creation, “the animals are rather big and, naturally, there’s no 

food.”  

In the end, all the children enjoyed using their imaginations to produce alternative realities.  

However, they also learned that it’s not as easy as it might seem to improve on the real world. It 

makes you wonder: perhaps Leibniz was on to something after all.  
 


