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How many ways can one divide twenty-four students into three clubs? What about four clubs? Ms. 

Kaufman’s third graders have been forming clubs: four reading clubs and three math clubs and the word 

from Mia is, “clubs are fun!”  

 Last month, the reading clubs each centered on a book about mice or rats or at least about an animal 

that eats mice or rats.   One group read the book Poppy, by Avi, which tells the tale of a young deer 

mouse who, in seeking the truth about her world, uncovers both a pompous authority and a more 

sinister deceitful one, and in doing so discovers a measure of courage and independence in herself.  The 

students were encouraged not merely to comprehend what they had read, but to draw inferences about 

what would likely happen further on in the story.  And, as difficult as it was, the rule, No reading Ahead, 

was strictly followed. 

Currently, the reading clubs are focusing on inventors.  For example, do you know who invented the 

windshield wiper?  The “Mary Anderson Club” knows all about this.   

The math clubs are each named after a species of triangle: the scalene triangles, the isosceles triangles 

and the equilateral triangles.   Anna said that what she likes about her clubs is, “every week we work on 

a more advanced question.”  She also told us about how the clubs are run: “first we work on one 

problem all together, then separately, then Ms. Kofman goes over it.”  “I like how we go over all the 

problems,” she added.  Many of the problems involve solving several parts in steps or making logical 

deductions from a series of clues.  As Javi explained, “we work on word problems. For example, we had 

numbered rooms with clues and you needed to use the clues to figure out where people lived.”  Julia 

likes especially, “to draw models and things; there was a party with fourteen people and we had to 

figure out many pieces each person got.”   

In the math clubs the students are developing their proto-algebraic skill and their powers of logical 

analysis. “I like logic,” Andrew said; “you have to read all the clues before you figure out the problems.”   

And since, as Ms. Kofman knows, one of the best ways to a child’s mind is through her stomach, many of 

the logic puzzles involve food.  “I really liked the problem when we had to see who ate what pizzas,” 

Octavia said; “it had fractions in it and I really liked that.” 

Grocho Marx famously quipped that he wouldn’t want to be a member of a club that would have him as 
a member.  Ms. Kofman’s third graders, we are happy to say, are at the opposite end of the spectrum.  
And in case you’re wondering, the number of ways to divide twenty-four students into four distinct 
clubs is greater than 281 trillion, which allows for plenty of room variation.    

   


