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Falling further and further down the rabbit hole, Alice asks herself, “I wonder what latitude or 

longitude I’ve got to?”  As you may remember from the book, Alice had penchant for using 

grand words like “latitude” and “longitude” without fully understanding their meaning. Not so 

for Ms. Kofman’s third graders. Thanks to their studies of the globe, which is part of their 

yearlong social studies theme, “Our Global Community,” our children know precisely what these 

terms mean.  As Sophia explained, “latitude lines are the lines that go around the earth parallel to 

the equator, which is a line of latitude at zero degrees.”  Kennan elaborated, “latitude and 

longitude are invisible lines on the earth; longitude go up and down, and latitude go across.”   

How can you remember the difference between latitude and longitude?  Perhaps Alice would 

have fared better if she had been taught, as our children were, that “latitutude lines go the way 

your mouth goes when you say “la----titude” and longitude lines go the way your mouth goes 

when you say “lo----ngitude.”   Bram put it well: “learning about latitude and longitude is fun!”  

Students are also enjoying studying the concept of scale.  “Scale,” Jonah D. said, illustrates “the 

measurement on a map compared to the measurement on earth.”  

Our children can now also determine what time it is in Manila when it is 8:00 AM in New York.  

According to Ailsa, time zones are necessary because “the sun strikes different places on the 

earth at different times.”  Some Hunter students need to wake up early to catch their school bus.  

But this, they learned, is nothing compared to some Russian children whose school is in a time 

zone one hour earlier than their own.  As usual, our Hunter students have much to be grateful 

for!    

 

 


