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Here are the clues: It’s nearby vast quantities of mud.  It has only one zip code.  Opossums there 

sometimes rummage through the garbage.  Have you figured it out yet? It took Ms. Kofman’s third 

graders quite a few more pointers from the mystery package than this, but eventually they zeroed in on its 

origin: Elsberry, Missouri.   

During the past month, Ms. Kofman’s third graders participated in The Artifact Box Exchange, which 

pairs up classrooms from different states, allowing each to send a box of objects and clues to the other 

that lead, incrementally, to the box’s origin.  According to Anna, the exchange involved “sending 

clues about your state and city—such as NYC is the big apple—to another town; we actually 

borrowed a plastic apple from Mr. Kelleher.” “It’s kind of like solving a mystery,” said Lauren.   

The clues were ordered from easy to hard, and the problem Ms. Kofman’s class faced was how 

not to reveal the location immediately.  For example, they sent a picture of Frank Sinatra singing, 

“start spreading the news…” and a metro-card, but with “New York City” crossed out.  The 

Elsberry students had the opposite challenge, yet they were none too intent on making it easy for 

our third graders.  For example, they sent a video of the class dancing on a riverbank to, “"Hey! 

Hey! Uncle Dud; It's a treat to beat your feet on the Mississippi Mud.” 

One aspect of the exchange that our students relished was that it enabled them to investigate a place so 

unlike New York City.  “I got to learn,” Masha said. Lauren mentioned that she was surprised to hear that 

Elsberry has only one zip code.  The shoe department of Sax Fifth Avenue, alone, has a unique zip code.  

“It’s much less crowded,” said Masha; “only six students, but one left.”  She also remarked, “they have 

windows, which you can actually see out of!”  

The students all want to do it again, and Ms. Kofman has promised that they will.  Where will the box be 

from this time?  She’s not telling.  However, here’s the first clue: it’s from another country.  

   


